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SUBMISSION
In this submission relating to the proposed amendments to the Children and Community
Services Act 2004 Part 4, I would request re-consideration of the changes, especially as
relating to the following three areas:
 
1. Shortfall in proposed mandatory reporting regime.
2. Traumatized victims likely to be adversely affected in their healing.
3. Far reaching unwanted impacts of breaking the seal of the confessional.  (There was
little apparent consultation with stakeholders on this issue).
 
The following points are made regarding the above.
A major concern I have, is that the proposed amendments to the CHILDREN AND
COMMUNITY SERVICES AMENDMENT BILL 2019, do not extend the mandatory reporting to
professions and areas that are most likely to gain knowledge of offences relevant to this Act.
 
It appears to be a major oversight to omit mandatory reporting for early childhood
workers (e.g. day-care Centre staff), school counsellors or departmental case workers, as
these are occupations with regular contact with young children, far more so than Ministers
of Religion.
 
I have recently gained a greater awareness of the likely severe impacts of the proposed
changes to the Legislation on victims and survivors of abuse.  Survivors have indicated that
their lives have been turned around and saved from self-harm by having had access to
free, anonymous and compassionate counselling in confession. They strongly affirmed that
they would not have done so without knowing that what they said under the seal of the
confessional would not be divulged. I suspect that if there had been greater consultation
with stakeholders on this matter (especially the victims) than the changes would not have
explicitly included knowledge gained under the seal of the confessional being the subject
of mandatory reporting.
 
Despite the stated intensions of the Act, as the protection of children, the changes are far
more likely to indirectly harm them rather than serve as a protection for them.  There is
little to indicate that mandatory reporting of information gained under the seal of the
confessional would result in a reduction of abuse, or the catching of offenders.   Why
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would victims or offenders discuss matters of abuse with a priest in confession even
suspecting they could be reported on?  It seems far more likely that they would not.  Sadly,
as some survivors of abuse have pointed out, the more likely outcome would be more
victims traumatized, and possibly more suicides occurring, where victims are deprived of
healing, confidentiality and anonymity under the seal of the confessional.
 
The proposed changes to this legislation are likely to have consequences that are not
necessarily intended by the Act.
The essence of the religious confessional is based precisely on the notion of utter
confidentiality. The amended Act effectively undermines this confidence.  By doing
away with this option for all who would avail themselves of this opportunity to
discuss serious matters of concern a great disservice is done to not just the faithful,
but indirectly to all of society.  Society would be worse off without the option of
confession, with its aim of self-improvement through contrition and guidance to
overcome weaknesses.
 




